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For though I preach the 
gospel, I have nothing to 
glory of: for necessity is 
laid upon me; yea, woe is 
unto me, if I preach not the 
gospel!

I Corinthians 9:16



“For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to 
glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is 
unto me, if I preach not the gospel!”                                                                        
         I Corinthians 9:16

Years ago, the Old Standard Oil Company offered an enormous sum of mon-
ey to a missionary in China to work for them to help with the development 
of Standard Oil in China.  The missionary turned them down.  They doubled 
the salary offer. He turned them down again.  They said, “What do you want?  
We can’t offer any more money than that.”  The missionary responded, “The 
money doesn’t have anything to do with it, the job is too small.” 

Anything other than preaching the gospel should be considered too small in 
our lives.  To the Apostle Paul, he had no other alternative than being faithful 
to preach the gospel.  Necessity was laid upon him.  He dared not receive any 
glory for himself, knowing that it was Christ that died for him, saved him, 
called him and equipped him for the ministry.  If Jesus Christ is preeminent in 
our lives, then missions will be a priority in His churches!

In this issue of the Mission News & Views, you will hear from a few of our 
missionaries and how God is using them through adverse circumstances to 
help spread the Gospel of Christ.  We’ve also included some highlights of our 
recent National Messenger Meeting held in Daytona Beach, Florida, as well as 
some detailed information from one of our clerks concerning Church Let-
ter Forms.  Last, but certainly not least, there is a reminder of the upcoming 
Special Thanksgiving Missions Offering.  Let us rally together to help meet 
this year’s goal to help the missionaries continue to preach the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

Serving Together, 

Bryan Sellers   



     1 Corinthians 9:16, “For though I preach the 
gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity 
is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach 
not the gospel!”
     I find preaching to be the most important 
aspect of my life.  Not just because I have been 
called to preach, but because I want others to 
know the Savior I know.  It was by the preaching 
of God’s word that I was saved.  And, it will be 
by the preaching of God’s word, until the end of 
the world, that all men are saved. 
     There is to be an urgency to proclaim the gos-
pel to a lost and dying world.  Paul says in the 
above mentioned verse, that he preaches with 
a necessity or a desperateness to reach the lost.  
Oh, may we have a burning in our soul as Paul 
had to reach the lost for Christ.  
     As Missionary in Dexter, Maine, I stress the 
importance of preaching the good news.  I chal-
lenge the members to share the gospel with ev-
eryone they meet.  I also pray that each member 
would be distressed enough, to preach the gos-
pel to the lost going to Hell, remembering that 
they were once headed in the same direction. 
This challenge of spreading the gospel has been 
taken by the members of Antioch and blessed 
by God.  By accepting this challenge AWANA 
has seen an increase in new children, our youth 
group, F.U.E.L., has seen an increase in the junior 
high age group, and we have reaped the bene-
fits of the children that attend AWANA by their 
parents, grandparents, and aunts attending our 
services on Wednesday evenings and Sunday 
mornings.  
     Each member understands that they are wa-
terers and planters.  As Paul says in the above 

George Dever is an Interstate 
Missionary on Salary.  He serves at 
Antioch Baptist Mission in Dexter, 
Maine.   Bro. Dever is sent out by 
Nevill’s Chapel MBC in Mt. Pleasant, 
TX, pastor Glenn Griffith.

verse that,”… I have nothing to glory of…” 
because, it is God who will give the increase.  
Charles H. Spurgeon says, “We are not respon-
sible to God for the souls that are saved, but we 
are responsible for the gospel that is preached 
and for the way in which we preach it.”
     The work in Dexter is doing well.  We went 
through a period of stagnation over the last year, 
but it looks like we are on the upswing.  The 
Lord blessed our Vacation Bible School with 
new children from the community which has 
been one of the main reasons why we have an 
increased attendance in our services.  These 
blessings have been an encouragement to the 
members. 
     Over the past two Sundays I have preached 
on getting revived.  One point I made was to 
take the word of God outside the doors of the 
church remembering the joy of when we first 
called on Christ for our salvation.  Our salvation 
ought to be one of the greatest joys in our life 
that we would want share with others.
     Pray with us that we will continue to preach 
the gospel of Jesus Christ in Dexter and in the 
surrounding communities. For as Paul said, “…
woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!” 

George Dever, Missionary to 
Dexter, Maine



Antioch Baptist Mission



     Hurricane Harvey struck Houston and the 
Gulf Coast on August 25th, bringing with it rains 
that lasted for five days.  The consecutive days of 
rain caused widespread flooding, displaced over 
30,000 residents, damaged or destroyed tens of 
thousands of homes, and claimed the lives of 50 
people in the Houston area.  The city was shak-
en to the core.  Many of the things that people 
clung to for security were swept away with the 
flood waters from Harvey.  This loss in the lives 
of people from every strata of society has opened 
a chasm of insecurity in the hearts of people all 
over the city; many are hurting.  

     The storm has also opened an opportunity to 
reach many with the gospel.  As Paul stated there 
is a “door of opportunity” (2 Corinthians 2:12) an 
openness that I have not seen in this city in many 
years.  It has changed the way that we reach the 
community.  Before Harvey, when witnessing 
door-to-door, or when engaging in other outreach 
efforts, many were indifferent to the gospel mes-
sage.  It was often very discouraging. 

     Post Hurricane Harvey outreach has been a 
different story.  We are going into hurting com-
munities with supplies to help meet their needs.  
As a result, the people are open, not only to 
receiving the supplies, but many are open to the 
gospel.  There is an obvious need for hope in the 
lives of those who have experienced such great 
devastation.  Many share their stories of having 
to be rescued and of the flood waters in their 
home.  Many of the people now take the time to 
listen to the gospel message, and many ask for 
prayer.  They express gratefulness for the sup-
plies and for us visiting them.    

     Recently I spoke with a man who shared that 
his car was damaged in the storm.  This led to 
us discussing his need for God’s help in every 
area of his life.  He then acknowledged that he 

Hope in the Midst of Pain
by Missionary Kim Williams

was saved, but that he was “backslidden.”  He 
expressed a desire to change and wondered if he 
needed to be baptized again.  We discussed his 
need to rededicate his life to Christ and to get back 
into church.  We pray that he will attend church 
soon.  Conversations like this happen more fre-
quently now as many are searching for answers 
and for hope.  It is a blessing to help meet the ma-
terial needs of the storm victims, but it is a greater 
blessing to point them to Christ.       
   
     When hearing about the storm’s damage, I 
received numerous phone calls from many of our 
ABA churches who wanted to know about the 
needs.  These churches responded by either send-
ing or delivering supplies.  This effort allowed us 
to get into the community very quickly to help 
meet the needs of the people.  True Light’s out-
reach effort has included delivering supplies or 
allowing many who were affected by the storm to 
come to the building to get supplies.  Also, some 
of our members helped to clear out homes that 
were damaged by the flood waters.  We are shar-
ing the gospel or giving a gospel tract and praying 
with many who want prayer.  We are very thank-
ful to each individual and church who provided 
supplies.  Your generosity has blessed hundreds of 
families.  We ask that you continue to pray for us 
as we serve.
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Missionary SPOTlight
...meet Tony Hansen

     Hello, I’m Missionary Tony Hansen.  My wife Coret-
ta and I are freshman Missionaries working in Zhy-
tomyr, Ukraine alongside veteran Missionaries David 
and Debra Bostick.
    I was born in Southern Michigan and did most of 
my growing up there and in Indiana.  I have pastored 
churches in Indiana, Arkansas and Ohio. So, I guess 
you could say that I’m from many places.
    Coretta and I met when my Father, Tom C. Hansen, 
came to pastor First Landmark MBC in Kokomo, In-
diana. One of the first times we met, she told someone 
she thought I was a nice young man.  A few years, many 
Sundays and church activities later, I proposed and we 
married at First Landmark. I have been blessed to have 
her by my side for thirty-seven years.
     Coretta and I have been “empty nesters” now for sev-
eral years but the Lord has blessed us with three daugh-
ters and one son, along with four granddaughters and 
three grandsons.
     I have been around preachers since I was born. At 
the ripe old age of about seven, having been exposed to 
so much preaching, one day I began to tell the neigh-
bor kid across the fence that he needed to be saved. He 
remarked, “from what?”  Well, I couldn’t explain much 
more.  A couple years later I was having trouble sleep-
ing at night.  I had heard my Dad’s preaching, been con-
victed of the Holy spirit and knew if I died, I would go 
to Hell. The next Sunday I walked the short isle in our 
breezeway (as that is where we were having church). I 
prayed and was saved. I sure slept better after that.
    Over the years I have become skilled in a few things 
but one I lack is the ability to play stringed instruments. 
Particularly the guitar and banjo. I have several family 
members who are very talented. Why don’t I just learn 
how?  It boils down to this, my want to is outweighed 
by a weak discipline.

     I like to travel and have been to many places.  If I 
had a blank check and an open calendar, I would trav-
el back to Germany and spend at least two weeks.  My 
Grandfather, H.C. Hansen came from a little place in 
Northern Germany.  Last Summer Coretta and I spent 
a few days in the area before going on to Ukraine.  We 
knew a few family members and met many more.  We 
visited the farm where my Grandfather grew up and it is 
still owned by a Hansen!  We have been invited back for 
a longer visit and plan to return in the future.
     One of the most important moments in my life was 
when I became a grandfather.  When I was eighteen 
years old, I thought the world was going end and the 
Lord was coming back before I could even grow up.  
Now I’m pushing sixty, getting grey hair and I have sev-
en blessings that call me Papaw.
     I’m a people person and like to spend a lot of time 
with people.  I have a soft heart and really care about 
folks.  Oh, sure I’ve gotten my feelings hurt and had my 
heart broken more than once but I would say this is still 
one of my strong points. 
    Although I’m fifty-eight I feel more like I’m in my 
late forties. I have always felt younger than I am, and 
tell folks, “I will always be older but never old”.  I love 
life, laughing and laughing at myself. I remember the 
time I was the moderator for the Indiana state associa-
tion meeting.  In my notes, I had the Friday and Satur-
day speakers backwards. As I called for the speaker of 
the hour to be introduced, I was told I had the wrong 
fellow.  Bro Martin Lamb was to speak on Saturday. I 
insisted I was correct and Bro. Lamb came to the pulpit 
and preached.  Well, you guessed It, he was supposed to 
speak the next day.  I was not elected to lead the meeting 
for the next year.  Someone remarked, “good way to get 
out of being elected a fourth time”. We all had a good 
laugh.



  When I have “free time” there are a few things I enjoy. 
I like to cook and try new recipes, I’m a bit of a “food-
ie” and will try most any new food. I enjoy fishing and 
spending time with my sweet Coretta. Since we have 
moved to Zhytomyr, Ukraine, we have been working to 
learn the language and customs. I like to go out into the 
streets, stores and market and use what I have learned. 
Most times I get words correct and people seem happy 
that the foreigner is trying.
 Thank you for taking the time to read about us. We 
covet your prayers. If you would like to know more you 
can contact us on Face Book, email: tonerlandmark@
aol.com or go to our sending church website: colum-
busbaptist.net and click on Ukraine Missions.

God Bless,
Tony and Coretta Hansen



When I was a little girl 
my family didn’t go to 

church, but my mom and grandmother 
made sure my siblings and I knew about 
God.  They taught us gospel songs and 
we were read the wonderful stories 
found in the Bible.  We learned to sing 
“Jesus Loves Me” while snuggling on the 
laps of those who took care of us. 
I remember my grandparents hosting 
prayer meetings in their home.  The 
preacher would read from his Bible 
and soon after everyone would be on 
their knees praying together.  I can also          
remember my grandparents watching 
the preacher on TV.  These are some of 
the first memories I have of being taught 
about God. 
     It was during this time of my life I 
would sometimes get to go play alone on 
our swing set. It was at the bottom of a 
hill under the big trees on farming land in 
Michigan. I loved that place and I still do, 
and this is why.
     As a child I didn’t understand a lot 
about the Bible. I didn’t understand that I 
was a sinner, but I did know there was a 
God and that I could feel His presence. I 
could see the things of nature and I knew 
He created it.  I can remember being 
under those big trees and being in deep 
thought about God and wondering about 
life.  I was just an innocent little girl and 
I’m not sure why I was thinking about 
life so hard, but during this time God 
began to speak to my heart. 

Suffer the 
Little Ones to Come

     Looking back, I realize this is the place 
and time in my life that my personal 
relationship with God started to bud. I 
would thank Him for those big trees and 
the pretty birds that sang pleasant songs 
and the occasional butterfly that fluttered 
nearby.  It was there under those trees on 
that old swing set that I talked with God.
I remember squinting, looking up at the 
bright sky and calling out to God saying, 
“God if you can hear me, please let the 
wind blow”… and sure enough it would 
blow gently enough to move my hair and 
make the leaves blow in the trees. I realize 
the wind blowing could have been coinci-
dence, but I also know it could have been 
God showing a little girl that He could 
hear her and that He was always listening.
     I’ve now been saved for thirty seven 
years, and it’s His warm familiar Spir-
it that still speaks to my heart. I never 
could’ve dreamed the path He would lead 
me on. I’m now living in Alabama, a wife 
of a missionary, a mother to a daughter 
and blessed with many blessings while 
serving alongside my family who is now 
in church doing God’s work. To say I’m 
humbled is an understatement. I’m so 
thankful to those who took time to teach a 
little girl about God. I will forever contin-
ue to share what was shared with me so 
long ago. 

Angela Barton serves with her husband 
Allen Barton at Heritage Baptist Mission  
in Haleyville, AL.  

Allen is on designated funds and is sent 
out by The Baptist Chapel in Grand Bay, 
AL, pastor Steve Merritt.  



Photo by Laura Raines



     The Church Directory serves as an informa-
tional tool for the churches of the American Bap-
tist Association. This Directory provides contact 
information for local churches as well as those 
who are elected by those churches to serve in var-
ious offices. The data is extracted from the annual 
Church Letter Forms and is updated yearly or as 
churches provide new information.
     For many years, the Church Directory was 
added to the end of the yearbook and printed as 
a single unit. Due to increased printing costs, the 
messengers voted to remove it from the yearbook 
and it has since been provided as a stand-alone is-
sue included with each shipment of yearbooks to 
the churches. It also has online availability, which 
has surpassed the traditional print usage. Saving 
the churches nearly two-thirds of the printing 
costs of yearbooks, many have embraced this new 
format.
     The churches who supply their contact infor-
mation for the Directory, do so voluntarily. The 
Church Directory, does not constitute a mem-
bership enrollment of churches for the American 
Baptist Association. As a result, no committee 
or messenger body can vote to remove churches 
from the Directory. This leaves the authority of 
the Directory in the hands of the churches who 
wish to supply their information. The only re-
striction is that churches who have not sent in a 
Church Letter Form in a five-year period, will be 
removed. This is done to keep the directory as up 
to date as possible.
     The Directory is updated each year with the 
most recent information provided by the church-
es. Church Letter Forms, supplied by the Missions 
Office, are processed in Texarkana prior to the an-
nual messenger assembly and then by the Enroll-
ment Committee during the messenger assembly. 
Following the messenger assembly each June, the 
Recording Secretaries are tasked with updating 
the data in the Church Directory using the Church 
Letter Forms.
     

     Once the Directory is finalized, it is format-
ted by the Baptist Sunday School Committee 
formatters and then printed by Bogard Press. It 
is also published at www.abaptist.org under the 
heading, “Churches Directory.” Once this is com-
pleted, a new cycle begins and all Church Letter 
Forms received afterward go in the next year’s 
Directory.
     Since its inception, the Church Directory is 
categorized by nation, with the United States 
being listed first. The U.S. portion is divided first 
by state and then by city of the location of each 
church. The other countries that follow are divid-
ed according to state or province where applica-
ble. To help with ease of use, a town with more 
than one church listed will be alphabetized by 
church name. The Directory lists churches from 
across the world who choose to affiliate them-
selves with the ABA.
     At the beginning of 2018, the Missions Office 
will be sending out a physical copy of the Church 
Letter Form. This mailing generally goes to all 
churches who have returned them to the office. 
The letter is also available at www.abaptist.org as 
a fillable pdf for download as well as the annual 
messenger assembly of the ABA. The forms may 
be turned in at the messenger meeting or mailed 
to Chairman of Enrollment Committee, PO BOX 
1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050. All Forms re-
ceived by August 1, 2018 will be included in the 
2018 Church Directory.  If possible, please mail 
prior to the ABA meeting for accurate accounting 
for the Enrollment and Finance Committee. 
     It has been a privilege to serve as a Recording 
Secretary this past associational year and I con-
sider it an honor to be reelected to serve this year 
as well. If I can ever assist you or your church, 
please do not hesitate to call upon me. If correc-
tions need to be made, please make them on a 
Church Letter Form and they will be changed in 
the next Church Directory.

In His service,
Nathan Luellen

nluellen@hotmail.com

Information 
you need to know



2018 American Baptist Association Church Letter Form

CHURCH NAME

PHYSICAL ADDRESS OF CHURCH

MAILING ADDRESS OF CHURCH (IF DIFFERENT FROM LOCATION)

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE

CHURCH EMAIL

CHURCH WEBSITE

Please type or print clearly when completing this form.

We are enclosing $_____________________    for Minute Books & Expense of Meeting Fund.  
  The expense of the messenger meeting is approximately $120,000.00.

We are enclosing $_____________________    for Missionary Committee Travel Expense Fund.

We are requesting # ________ Minute Books.  
  The printing and shipping of yearbooks is approximately $7.00 each.
  Each church will recieve one complimentary copy of the Directory.

PLEASE CHECK ONE:

Our church will be represented by: Letterq  or Messenger(s)q  Number of Messengers_________

During the past church year, we gave a total of $ _______________________________ to Missions.

PASTOR NAME: ADDRESS: (Street, City, State) ZIP:

ASSOCIATE PASTOR NAME: ADDRESS: (Street, City, State) ZIP:

CLERK NAME: ADDRESS: (Street, City, State) ZIP:

MUSIC DIRECTOR NAME: ADDRESS: (Street, City, State) ZIP:

YOUTH DIRECTOR NAME: ADDRESS: (Street, City, State) ZIP:

PHONE:

PHONE:

PHONE:

PHONE:

PHONE:

Please mail form: Chairman of Enrollment Committee, PO BOX 1050, Texarkana, TX 75504-1050
If mailing, please return prior to ABA Messenger Meeting for accurate accounting.

PASTOR EMAIL ADDRESS
                       @



O give thanks unto the Lord; 
for he is good; for his mercy 

endureth for ever.
I Chronicles 16:34

Join us in giving to the
 

Thanksgiving Missions Offering

Goal $350,000.00

Send Offerings to:
Thanksgiving Missions Offering l Secretary-Treasurer of Missions

American Baptist Association
Post Office Box 1050 l Texarkana, Texas  75504-1050

November 19, 2017
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For though I preach the 
gospel, I have nothing to 
glory of: for necessity is 
laid upon me; yea, woe is 
unto me, if I preach not the 
gospel!

I Corinthians 9:16


