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Monday (June 22) - Missionary Share Time
                                            7:00 - 9:30 PM
                                            All Missionaries and/or Pastors will be given
                                            a breif time to share thier ministry and burden

Tuesday (June 23) - Missionary Committee
                                             10:00 - 11:30
                                              All Missionaries are asked to sign-in for the 
                                              Wdnesday night Mission Presentation 
                                              during this time

Wednesday (June 43) - Mission Presentation
                                                    7:00 - 9:15 PM   
                                                All Missionaries are asked  
                                                      to paticipate and to bring a     
                                                      country flag from the area
                                                     of their ministry (otherwise one
                                                     will be provided)                                                                                           

Thursday (June 25) - Missionary Breakfast
                                     7:00 - 8:30 AM
                                     All Missionaries and their immediate Families are             
                                     invited free of charge



With the 2020 summer approaching plans are being made by churches, pastors 
and youth pastors to take groups to specific destinations with the purpose of getting 
their hands stained with ministry.  Each year, most especially in the summer months, 
church vans and buses are crowded with excited travelers headed out for another 
chance to serve a missionary and his congregation.  These ministry opportunities 
abound and seem to grow every time the calendar is replaced.  That is, of course, exciting for us here in the Sec-
retary-Treasurer of Missions’ Office.  We prioritize the missionary and the mission work he is doing but we also 
welcome and encourage all efforts which work to this end.  

This edition of the Missions News and Views, consequently, focuses on ministries which aid the missionary.  
I encourage you to read the articles and listen with spiritual ear as to how the Lord how might direct you to take 
advantage of these ministries or support these ministries, or both.  

On the subject of supporting missionaries and their ministries, allow me to take this opportunity to express 
a hearty “thank you” for your faithfulness toward the 2019 Thanksgiving Mission Offering.  In June, the New 
Standing Missionary Committee established the lofty goal of $300,000.00 for this offering.  When the dust settled 
the offerings did not quite meet that goal, but God most certainly used His churches to provide an incredible of-
fering for the missionaries.  To date, the annual Thanksgiving Offering totals $250,507.20.  Praise the Lord for the 
willingness, faithfulness and generosity of the Lord’s people.  These offerings came from 290 churches and individ-
uals.  Churches from the United States of America, Japan, Philippines, Mexico and Costa Rica gave.  The blessing 
of seeing God’s people give so handsomely is exceeded only by the blessing of seeing our sister churches in other 
parts of the world make significant sacrifices to give in support of ABA missionaries around the globe.

A recent report from National Missionary Jose Bernardo in the Philippines recorded the organization services of 
Jesus Saves Missionary Baptist Church in Barangay Kayam, San Remegio, North Cebu Island, Philippines.  Under 
the leadership of Brother Bernardo, the work was organized on Sunday, February 9, 2020.  These are the moments 
we anxiously await and hearing of these blessings causes us to want to do even more for the Lord.

I pray that the pages which follow will encourage 
you to get involved, or more involved, in the mission 
work of the American Baptist Association and that 
you will see the great need around the world. Indeed, 
there are many ways your church might become a part 
of the plan to reach more people for Christ.

Furthering the Gospel,
Dr. Roger Stewart
Secretary-Treasurer of Missions
American Baptist Association

Mission Ministry Opportunities…

Meet our newest grandson,
Teddy Wayne Stewart, born Oct. 2, 2019

The four generations pictured above are Billy Wayne, 
Roger Wayne, Brett Wayne and Teddy Wayne Stewart



June 23, 24, 25, 2020 serves as the dates for this 
year’s meeting of the messengers of the churches 
that comprise the American Baptist Association. The 
meeting will be in a central location and easily acces-
sible and has comfortable accommodations. Make 
your plans and mark the date to be among the mes-
sengers and enjoy the fellowship and the meeting.

We will start on Tuesday afternoon at 3:00 p.m. with 
the opening session. We will take care of the introducto-
ry items on the agenda. We will have the President’s ad-
dress and the mission policy and constitutional chang-
es at this time. Our prayer is this will leave the evening 
time for worship and the annual message. Time for fel-
lowship will then follow as we hope to be done by 8:30. 

This will then provide time for a Wednesday after-
noon session for spiritual growth. We will have two 
opportunities to broaden our focus and hopeful-
ly encourage our pastors and missionaries. The first 
section will be about A Multi-Generational Church. 
Our speakers will be Bro. Craig Duncan and Bro. 
Jonathan Johnson.  The second section will be the 
World Missions Focus: Bridging the Cultural Di-
vide. Sessions will be: Austin Isn’t in the Bible Belt by 
Scott Jones, The Method for the Moment by Gerardo 
Carrion, The World at Your Door by Bro. Daren Cle-
ments. We pray these will be helpful and profitable.

Our Annual Message will be Tuesday night and will 
be presented by Colonel Terry Romine, Retired, US 
Army. Our annual Mission Message will be by Bro. John 
Strader. We need to be in prayer for this year’s speakers.

  Our Mission Soul Fishin’ is our theme this 
year from Matthew 4:19. I want to challenge our 
churches to enlarge our vision by sending 200 
missionaries to the field recommended by our 
churches to the ABA for support. This is a large 
goal but one with God’s help we can accomplish.

Looking forward to seeing you all at 
this year’s meeting. Make your plans now.

Terry B. Parrish
President 2020  

Plans are being made each day for the 95th annual Mes-
senger Assembly of the American Baptist Association.
The ABA block of rooms opened January 6, 2020 for 
reserving rooms for the meeting June 22-25, 2020.
On January 22 the University Plaza Hotel and Con-
vention Center sold out our ABA block of 253 rooms.
The Q Hotel is about 3 blocks from the University Pla-
za Hotel and Expo Center.  We only have 20 rooms
left in the ABA block and they are rooms with 1 King 
bed. The ABA rate is $109.00 plus tax with parking and
hot breakfast included. For reservations at The Q Ho-
tel call 417-862-0070. The Oasis Hotel and Convention 
Center has  rooms  available with 2 Queen beds or 1 King 
bed. The Oasis has and indoor pool and outdoor pool.
This is a beautiful full service hotel with various types 
of rooms for you to choose from.  The hotel is located 
on Glenstone Avenue which is where many hotels and 
restaurants are located.  It is about a 10 minute drive to the 
Expo Center.  Hot buffet breakfast and parking is com-
plimentary and the rate is $102.00 plus tax.  The Fire and 
Ice Restaurant is open for lunch and dinner.  For a family 
of 4 you cannot beat the price at any other full service
hotel in Springfield.  Please call 417-866-5253 today 
for reservations.  I expect our ABA block to be sold
out.  The hotel and sales tax at each hotel is 16.9%.  Tax 
exempt in MO will only apply to the master account.
The ABA is not responsible to pay for any individual 
reservations.  You must provide a credit card to hold
your room.

The General Sessions and Exhibits will be in the 
EXPO CENTER.  The Exhibit Hall is open for reserving
exhibits.  All information is on the ABA web-
site www.abaptist.org for reserving a booth.  
We encourage each church to send a good offering to 
Minute and Expense Funds.  The cost for our annual
Messenger Assembly increases each year.  We depend 
on offerings from our churches to provide enough
money for a great and comfortable meeting so every-
one can see and hear.  This has worked for the past
94 years so I trust God that it will work for the 95th in June.

Edgar N. Sutton, Director of Meeting Arrangements. 
edgarsutton@aol.com 501-847-3906 

American Baptist Association
Springfield, MO



The ministry of IMPACT is about to experience our seventh year of ministry. The min-
istry began in 2013 with only a few churches getting involved. Since that humble begin-
ning, the Lord has blessed the ministry with several churches participating. Each sum-
mer IMPACT visits a mission field to help a local missionary to reach his field. We 
have churches from all over the country that bring their youth to help us to make a
greater impact on that field.

IMPACT Ministry Purpose

Impacting Churches - IMPACT  has two main purposes for its ministry. The first purpose is to moti-
vate our churches to do the work of Acts 1:8. We simply provide an opportunity for God’s people to use 
their talents to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We take care of the logistics, and make it easier for your
group to experience a wonderful week of ministry. Our prayer is that these churches and individuals 
get  excited  about  sharing  the  Gospel  and  take that  excitement  home  with  them  to their  own  fields  of  
labor.

Impacting Mission Fields - The second purpose is to assist local ABA church planters in their lo-
cal mission field. We have been blessed to work with several missionaries. Through the week of IM-
PACT, we have literally ministered to thousands of people. We have been blessed to lead people to the 
Lord and then  attempt to connect that individual with the local mission work. This year, we get the 
privilege to work along side Kevin Amburgey in Ashland, MO the week of June 29-July 3rd. The cost 
this year is $260 per person. It is not too late to join us, however we do have deadlines. If interested, 
contact us ASAP.

Getting Involved With IMPACT

Your Groups - IMPACT welcomes teen groups, college groups or adult groups. IMPACT 
is a great way for church groups to help missionaries and experience a week of ministry. This 
year, we are staying on the campus of Missouri University in Columbia, MO. We do ministry 
during the day and have youth focused worship services in the evening. We provide various 
Ministry Tracts so that each individual may use their various talents to share the love of Christ.

More Information about IMPACT

Please visit our web page at www.impact-missions.org for more information, to register your church 
group, or  to  invite  IMPACT  to work  in  your  field. You  can  also  contact  Everett  Ledbetter  
at  785-691-9221.

IMPACT
I Must Personally Advance Christ Today 

By:  Everett Ledbetter



CityReach began with a question. What could happen if short 
term mission teams from several churches all converged on one 
city for one week to help a growing church plant? From that vision, 
the first event was launched in Morgantown, West Virginia, in June 
of 2004. Since then, CityReach has hosted churches from coast-
to-coast at 25 events in 16 locations around the U.S. and Canada.

CityReach participants experience both a short-term mis-
sion trip and a camp/worship environment packaged in 
one experience. The mission trip projects, music, speak-
ers, lodging and food are pre-planned. CityReachers just 
show up and participate with the purpose of making a king-
dom impact on both the participant and church plant. 

The event is a great kingdom advancement tool for the 
church plant with many service projects like door-to-door 
evangelism, backyard Bible clubs, sports camps, construc-
tion projects, free car washes, food drives and much more. It 
is also a catalyst for service learning for the participants. City-
Reach is a lab for ministry.  Participants can use what they 
learned and practiced at CityReach to take back in their home 
churches and begin serving the people in their communities. 

Although CityReach was originally designed for high 
school and college students, leadership noticed a need for a missions event that would be geared toward adults. 
Particularly the “empty nesters” that aren’t able to attend with their teenage kids. Out of that vision CityReach+ 
was born. The worship, the messages and the mission projects are planned with that age demographic in 
mind. CityReach+ is in its 5th year and has seen success in Omaha, NE, Arlington, TX, and Hattiesburg, MS. 

This year CityReach+ will be 
partnering with missionaries Aar-
on Johnson and Russell Knight in 
Bentonville, AR, on September 23-
27. If you or your church would like 
to participate you may check it out 
online at GoCityReach.com or you 
can contact Bro. Tony Harp at 903-
753-3768. Also check out “City-
Reach+ Promo Video” on YouTube. 

CityReach+
By: Nathan Rogers



In 2004 CityReach started as a question, “What could happen 
if summer missionaries all converged on one city for one week 
to help a new church plant?”  By God’s grace we have learned 
over the last 16 years and 17 locations that CityReach is “Rocket 
Fuel” for churches, a catalyst for students and life for the city!
 
We love connecting people and building new relation-

ships while serving diverse communities with gospel inten-
tionality. Imagine how your students’ vision for their future 
could be expanded when they live out their calling in urban 
cultures like Anaheim, Seattle, Detroit, Austin, Philadel-
phia, Indianapolis and even Toronto, Canada, to name a few. 
The fire that is lit in the hearts of our youth and adults when 
they serve, grow, pray, share and worship alongside 200-300 
like minded people is amazing! It is a joy to see so many stu-
dents going out after these mission experiences and becom-
ing “Rocket Fuel” in their own churches in creative ways.

In 2020 CityReach has 3 events. We will be in Hattiesburg, Mis-
sissippi, with Pastor Bruce Betts and Logos MBC, June 13-19. We 
will also be in Bentonville, Arkansas, with the NWA Project and 
Pastors Aaron Johnson and Russell Knight, July 25-29. Our third 
event is our CityReach+ event for adults which will also be in 
Bentonville, Arkansas, with the NWA Project, September 23-27. 

God is opening so many doors and we are very excited about 
new plans that we want you involved with in the near future, 
stay tuned. We are for you and your ministry! We want to 
make your mission experience as positive and as accessible 
to you and your people as we can. If you choose a CityReach 
experience this year please feel free to contact Tony Harp at 
903-753-3768 or check us out online at GoCityReach.com

CityReach
By:  Johnathon Smith



Outreach Bible Project
By: David Hardin

We just finished our 7th Super Bowl Outreach in 
Miami Florida (Jan. 31st – Feb. 2nd) and we pray 
that God received all the honor and glory!  The 
weather forecast was very concerning.  The forecast 
for Saturday called for strong thunderstorms, high 
winds, and potential tornadoes…but the people of 
God prayed, and GOD provided us with a break 
in the weather, so we could go about HIS business.

On Saturday we were blessed to have about 70 
volunteers from approximately 20 churches from 8 
different states.   I frequently remind people, when 
I go from church to church, that we can have all 
the scriptures in the world, but they are of little 
use if we don’t have people to volunteer to go with 
us and help pass them out.  This turned out to be 
one of the most diverse groups with nationalities 
from Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, Japan and America.

Our teams were staged at various locations 
around the city of Miami.  We were at the Con-
vention Center, Bay Front Market, NFL Live, 
Miami Beach and outside the Hard Rock Sta-
dium.  During the weekend we passed out ap-
proximately 9,000 John and Romans scriptures.  

There were many good conversations and the 
Gospel Message was shared over and over using our 
scriptures, evangelism pins and salvation bracelets.  
During our evening Times of Reflection, we asked 
our volunteers to share what God had showed them. 
Below are just a few of the comments we heard.

Paul – a first-timer to the Super Bowl Outreach said 
what he experienced on the street was amazing!  He 
met lots of hurting people.  We are planting seeds and 
he was thankful for the opportunity to be a part of it.

Lisa – a veteran to the Super Bowl Outreach 
said we can’t put God in a box.  We don’t know 
what He will do.  He is the God of the impos-
sible and we should not limit our witness.  I 
can feel God preparing me for lots of things.

Ron – a veteran to the Super Bowl Outreach 
said the cool thing about this experience is the 

people you meet who encourage you.  You get ex-
cited for the Lord all over again and have the de-
sire to see souls saved.  It fires you up for the Lord 
and allows you to go back home and fire others up.

John – a first timer to the Super Bowl Outreach 
said, as a preacher, it’s encouraging to be around oth-
er Christians with the same heart and mind.  I want-
ed to be a blessing to someone and its neat how 
God ends up blessing you.  On Sunday, he had a di-
vine appointment with Alexis, who accepted Christ.

Alan - a student, at Pensacola Christian College, had 
the opportunity to lead two boys to Christ.  Despite 
the misting rain, he shared the Gospel Message, using 
the salvation bracelets.  Then both boys prayed in their 
own precious words to accept Christ as their Saviour.

As we look forward to Tokyo and the 2020 Olym-
pics (July 24th -August 8th) we are still needing volun-
teers to help pass out the Word of GOD to the people 
of the world.  How will they know if we don’t go?  Ro-
mans10:14, “How then shall they call on Him in whom 
they have not believed?  And how shall they believe in 
Him of whom they have not heard?  And how shall they 
hear without preaching?”  You need not be a preach-
er or ordained to share the Word of God with the peo-
ple of the world.  We are all called to GO!  Some go 
across the street and some go across the world, but we 
are all called to go and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Have you ever felt like you should share the Gospel 
and did not because you were afraid or unsure as to what 
you should do?  Come with us and let us help you over-
come your fears and failures.  We sometimes call the Out-
reach Bible Project OJT (On the Job Training) because 
that’s what it is. Come with us and let us disciple you and 
show you how to share the Word of God with the world.

We are working with the Japanese Baptist Association 
to share the Love of God with the world in Tokyo.  Would 
you pray and ask God if HE is calling you to come and go 
with us?  You will never walk on water or see God work mir-
acles in your life if you’re not willing to get out of the boat.

 Please pray for the scriptures that were giv-



en out and the conversations that were had.  Pray that the lost that received these scriptures will not be 
able to rest until they read them.  And lastly, pray for us as we prepare for Tokyo.  God’s Word prom-
ises to never return void.  Isaiah 55:11, “So shall My Word be, which goes out of My mouth; it shall not re-
turn to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall certainly do what I sent it to do”.

MTL Travel and Logistics
By: Jack Story

THE PURPOSE
Beginning in the fall of 2004, God led me into what came to 
be known as the Missionary Travel & Logistics Ministry .This 
ministry is meant to assist ABA passengers and groups to trav-
el throughout the world to proclaim the Gospel. Since the 
first word in the Great Commission is “GO”, Landmark Bap-
tist Church in Anderson, Indiana, had the vision to sponsor me 
as a licensed travel agent to serve in full-time ministry help-
ing literally thousands of people to travel around the globe 
to share the Gospel with tens of thousands of other people.

THE WORK
It’s true that the ministry requires me to travel often and to various locations around the world. Since 
2004, I’ve been to a total of 45 countries, flown on 53 different airlines, to or through 102 different air-
ports. But the fact is that most of the work is done in the “Home Office” in Indiana. Daily flight bookings, 
quotes, tracking the flight status of passengers during their travel, providing a myriad of assistance from
emergency evacuation to advice on the latest airport proce-
dures.

PARTNERS IN MINISTRY
My wife Pat, who herself is an experienced international trav-
eler, is a great partner in the ministry and is very skilled at 
working directly with hotel staff in planning accommoda-
tions and meals for large groups and to assure the comforts 
that travelers need and expect when they’re away from home. 
Together, our goal is to provide a full range of travel and lo-
gistics services to those who go overseas to share the Gospel.

PRICE IS IMPORTANT, SERVICE IS ESSENTIAL
As a licensed travel agent, I have access to wholesale and missionary discounted air-
fares. Getting the best price is important, but providing exceptional service to mission travel-
ers is essential. Please contact MTL for help with planning your domestic and international travel. 



In 1996, from Davao City we made a major deci-
sion to move to Cebu Island for the next ministry 
challenge where God called us, with the Abiko Bap-
tist Church and Bro. Shinji Amari backing us on the 
mission field. Great challenges faced us as the island 
is one of the hardest fields I know. In spite of the set-
backs, God provided and saved sinners and added 
to the church.  After four years we organized the pi-
oneering work in Minglanilla with only 20 members.  
Since then, the work continues to progress with sever-
al preaching points and mission works opened. Three 
mission works were also organized on Negros Island 
and on Cebu Island.  In 1997 I became the Director 
of the Missionary Baptist Theological School on Cebu 
Island.  There have been 22 commencement exercises 
since then and hundreds of students trained, sent back 
to their churches and released to the mission fields.  
Years ago, I was engaged in a Radio Gospel Ministry 
where I preach the Gospel over the radio every week 
for more than 20 years. There were times that I needed 
to pause for several months because of financial set-
backs, but the Lord really placed this burden in my 
heart to preach the Gospel over the radio, so I persist-
ed and moved forward as the Lord provided.  Only 
God knows how many people heard and were saved.  
“Faith comes by hearing” (Romans 10:17) and I am 
sure that the proclaimed Word of God will never re-
turn to Him void, but it shall accomplish its purpose. 
 
VISION and GOAL in 2019:
Following those 20 years in the radio ministry, I asked 
myself why not build our own radio station.  My 
dream and vision were born and the planning began.  
I thought that radio was still an effective platform for 
delivering the Gospel and that from the invention of 
radio technology to the present day it is still a stand-
ing tool for Gospel preaching.  Since Minglanilla and 
nearby cities on Cebu Island had more than 300,000 
residences and continues to grow, if we could build our 
own radio station and ministry, we could reach the ma-
jority of people living in the Cebu metro area.  We have 

an unlimited audience; 
henceforth, we can extend 
our pulpit and reaching di-
versified people. Often people listen and use Christian 
media to look for spiritual information rather than go-
ing to church, but on the other hand, through Christian 
Radio we could get more people to attend church and, 
therefore, baptized and become members.  So I began 
to ask my Christian friends, churches and individuals to 
pray for this plan.  After sharing it also with Pastor Shinji 
Amari at Abiko Baptist Church in Abiko City, Japan, I 
received his approval and he said he would support the 
plan.  Then I wrote to many of my friends and some lo-
cal churches, and amazingly the support began to flow.  
God’s approval was confirmed by His blessing and pro-
vision.  We were able to raise  more than 350,000.00 Fil-

ipino pesos ($7,000 USD) as my goal to start the project.  
Most of the funds came from the offerings of my Mis-
sionary Baptist friends.  I was so happy that our own peo-
ple helped and supported the project, though the biggest 
one-time offering I received was from the children’s Va-
cation Bible School offerings of Olive Branch Mission-
ary Baptist Church in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, where Dr. 
Roger Stewart was the pastor at the time.  I was stunned 
by their one-time offering of $2500.00 (USD).  Beyond 
this great offering I received a one-time offering from 
one of the radio supporters, Marilyn N. Mahinay, who 

Ministry Vision
H.O.P. E. Radio Station in Minglanilla
(House Of Praise & Evangel)
Cebu, Philippines
By:  Missionary Joel P. Nepomuceno



gave $1200.00 (USD) 
for the project.  God 
provided the needs, and 
then the construction 
began.  We began pur-
chasing studio equip-
ment and fixing the 
studio room.  I ordered 
a 200-watt transmitter 
and we began building 
the antenna which was 
the most difficult part. 
Satan’s cause was  
threatened and irritat-
ed so he tried to hinder 
the construction of the 
antenna when our tow-
er-man fell off the an-

tenna onto our neighbor’s roof causing a bone disloca-
tion and adding more burden to my part, more expenses, 
more hassle and more delays in the project.  But after only 
a month we continue erecting the antenna, and, alas, Sep-
tember 15, 2019, we dedicated the H.O.P.E. Radio Sta-
tion to the Lord. Now we are airing the Gospel 7 days a 
week and recently baptized 3 souls saved as the first result 
of the radio ministry. 
Since God allowed us 
to build our own radio 
station over the next few 
years, we can shape a 
new future for our Radio 
Ministry and, therefore, 
fulfill the Great Com-
mission of our Lord Je-
sus Christ.  Thousands of 
Filipino and local audi-
ences, which many con-
sist of individuals from 
all walks of life and reli-
gious backgrounds, are 
still turning to Christian 
Radio for their spiritual 
needs making H.O.P.E. 
Radio Station our com-
mon ground.   Not only 
can we preach the Gospel 7 days a week, but we can 
broadcast our worship services, play hymns and spiritual 
songs, teach the Word of God on doctrinal matters, coun-
sel and promote our ministries, advertise our churches 
and seminaries and a lot more.  Missionaries like Marlou 

B. Tagulob, Jose M. Bernardo, Reymonn Zozobrado, 
Bart Labajo and few local pastors such as Brothers 
Joven Naveo and Romel Decorion are now using 
our radio facilities also to promote their churches 
and preaching the Word each week.  We are hop-
ing others may also take advantage of this privilege. 
 

Future Goal:  
If Christ tarries His coming and would still open op-
portunities for enlarging this project, my goal is to 
make this 200-watt power community station into 
something bigger that would reach to a wider diver-
sified audience in Central Visayas. I am for it, and 
if you please, help me pray for this project dream to 
come true for the cause of Christ and for the salva-
tion of many lost souls.  May God continue to mo-
tivate His people to give and share their finances for 
these future project improvements.  The last days 
encourage us to renew our zeal for Gospel preach-
ing through mass media to reach out more souls to 
Christ, to reach areas where our feet may not be able 
to go but may possibly go through this media.  I pray 
God will motivate our hearts to see the need; may 
He touch and encourage us to pray and support and 

even give our lives 
for the cause of the 
Cross and for the 
salvation of all lost 
souls.  Will you pray 
with us to this end?

Editor’s Note:  Broth-
er Nepomuceno is an 
ABA Recommended 
National Missionary 
on Salary Sponsored 
by Abiko Baptist 
Church in Japan and 
Co-Sponsored by 
Olive Branch MBC 
in Pine Bluff, Arkan-

sas.  Brother John Mooney is his State-side pastor.  Joel 
and his wife, Pauline, have three children:  Jean Claire, 
Jaypee and Khen.  Please contact Olive Branch MBC 
(870.535.1404) if you would like more information on 
this ministry.

Pictured left to right: Samso Cuevas, Joel Nepomoceno,
Jose Bernardo, Atty Hope Villaflor



In hindsight, it seems so obvious that a child could’ve deduce 
it, yet when I first heard it was something I had never imagined. 

It was (and still is) a soul-stirring thought. People without God’s 
Word - not because they reject it, not because they can’t afford it, not 
because it’s banned…but because it’s never been translated into their 
language. As I thought about it more and more, the implications of 
that seed of information sprouted into a conviction that grew into 
a clear call from God, and that call set us on a long path that led 
deep into the jungles of Papua, Indonesia, where the Yetfa people live. 

In 1991 SIL linguist and Bible translator, Andrew 
Sims, first encountered a small, isolated group of about 

1000 people who spoke a unique language they call Yetfa Ma. Beginning with that first encounter, 
many people around the world began praying for the Yetfa people to receive God’s Word in their lan-
guage, but because of their location and other circumstances, the Yetfa people continued to wait.

It was during that time, in 1998, when I first learned about 
Bibleless people groups, my soon to be wife, Kelli, and I 
were already praying about missions and God’s plan for us, 
and a call to Bible translation began to grow in our hearts.

In 2008, after 9 years of preparing for a ministry in Bi-
ble translation, our (then) small family moved to Indo-
nesia. We were certain God was leading us to Papua, In-
donesia, but we were still unclear about which of the 
many language groups in Papua we would work with.

In 2009, while learning the Indonesia national language in 
Bandung, we met an Indonesian evangelist, named Pak Abi, 
who was working with the Yetfa people. Pak Abi had a burning 

passion for the Yetfa people to have God’s Word in 
their language, but he felt that his role was to open the 
way for others with more specific training to learn 
the language and work on the translation. The Lord 
clearly used Pak Abi, and he led a handful of Yetfa 
speakers to genuine faith in Jesus. Two of those be-
lievers, Sion Kelaimi and Jeri Anni, also developed a 
deep desire to see God’s Word in their own language.

So, in 2010, we began working among the Ye-
tfa people. We spent the first few years primarily 
trying to learn this unwritten and undocumented 
language. We also began discipling and training 
Sion and Jeri for a ministry in Bible translation.

From Bibleless to Bible Study: A Decade Among the Yetfa People

“Today, there are still whole people groups with no access to God’s Word
in a language they truly understand.”

By: Chase Reynolds



In 2012, we began translating a set of 50 simple Bible stories from Gen-
esis to Revelation – a set of stories that centered on the Good News 
about Jesus in the broader context of Scripture. The stories were sim-
ple but translating them was not. The language and cultural gaps 
seemed immense, yet God gave grace-upon-grace and through teach-
ing and learning and careful translation those gaps began to close.  

In time, those Bible stories not only made the way for many Yetfa speakers to 
understand and believe the Gospel, but they also provided us all with a foun-
dation and rich experience in translating into the Yetfa language. So, in 2018, 
we began an official translation of God’s Word into the Yetfa language. Sion 
and Jeri and a handful of other Yetfa men served as the translation team, and 
I served as their advisor and translation consultant. That same year we also 
organized the church in Bias and ordained Sion as the first-ever Yetfa pastor!

Today, Sion and the translation team continues to work on the Ye-
tfa translation. The entire Book of Luke has now been drafted. Se-
lect passages (approximately 48% of Luke’s text) make up an overview 
of the Life of Christ that we use to teach the foundations about Jesus.

In January of this year, we took yet another step. We launched a Yetfa Bible 
study in the town of Sentani. Although it is outside of the Yetfa language area, many Yetfa speakers from various 
villages travel to and stay in Sentani for long periods of time. It is a hub and the most strategic place to reach 
people from all over the Yetfa area. We’re unsure of God’s long-term plans for the Bible study in Sentani, but for 
now, it’s a great opportunity to introduce lots of Yetfa people to the Savior in a language they truly understand!

CityReach – Tony Harp @ 903.753.3768 or www.gocityreach.com 

CityReach+ – Tony Harp @ 903.753.3768 or www.gocityreach.com 

IMPACT – I Must Personally Advance Christ Today – Everette Ledbetter @ 785.691.9221 or www.im-
pact-missions.org or everetteledbetter@gmail.com 

Love on Lafayette (LOL) – Jason Hebert @ 318.344.3061 or loveonlafayette1010@gmail.com 

MacTrips – Missions and Evangelism – Macedonian Missionary Service @ 606.677.6683 or www.macedo-
nianms.org 

MacMed – Medical Missions – Macedonian Missionary Service @ 606.677.6683 or www.macedonianms.org 

Missionary Travel and Logistics – Jack Story @ 765.461.5672 or jackstory@mtltravel.com 

Outreach Bible Project (OBP) – David Hardin @ 770.906.7795 or www.theobp.com or david_obp@
outlook.com

UMISSION – Ashley @ 516Missions

516Missions – Ashley Johnston @ 318.617.6070 or www.516missions.org or five16missions@gmail.com 

How Do I Reach These and Other Ministries?



Sunday, February 9, 2020, Jesus Saves Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Barangay Kayam, San Remegio, North Cebu 
Island, Philippines, was organized.  Missionary Jose Ber-
nardo reported three souls saved and surrendered to wa-
ter baptism on the day of the organization service.  Brother 
Jose Bernardo is a Filipino National Missionary sent out by 
Abiko Baptist Church in Abiko City, Japan, and Co-Spon-
sored by Bethel Missionary Baptist Church in Tatum, Texas.

Church Organization
North Cebu Island, Philippines



Bro. Chase & Kelli Reynolds, Indonesia City Reach

City Reach

Bro. Christopher Llegeo, Philippines

H.O.P.E. Radio Station, Cebu Island, Philippines

Congregation at Cuautitlan Missionary Baptist Church, 
Mexico City

Congress of the Shepherds, 
Cuautitlan Missionary Baptist Church, Mexico City

Bro. Sergio Estrada interpreting for Bro. Roger Stewart 
at the Seminary in Mexico City  



Coretta Hansen, Missionary wife 
of Tony Hansen, Ukraine

Anne Cooper, Missionary wife 
of Keven Cooper, Iowa

Jenna Jones, Missionary wife 
of Michael Jones, North Carolina

Cindy Hebert, Missionary wife 
of Jason Hebert, Louisiana

Brenda Raburn, wife of 
Lynn Raburn, Arkansas, and 

Melissa Bocklage, Missionary wife 
of Chris Bocklage, Wisconsin

Missy Bourland, Missionary wife 
of Scott Bourland, Indiana

Ruby Mattingly of 
The Mattingly Family

...her price is far above rubies.
Proverbs 31:10

“Rubies” I’ve met along the way.
By Gena Stewart

, Lannett Wiggs, Missionary wife 
of Marvin Wiggs, North Carolina

Laura Emory, Missionary wife 
of Trey Emory, Louisiana



2020 MISSIONARY RECOMMENDATION FORM

THIS RECOMMENDATION:
[  ]  New Recommendation 
[  ]  Re-Recommendation

RECOMMENDING AS:
[  ]  Interstate Missionary 
[  ]  Foreign Missionary 
[  ]  National Missionary 
[  ]  Missionary Helper 
[  ]  Mission Ministries

RECOMMENDING FOR:
[  ]  Salary
[  ]  Designated Funds

Salary Requested:  Full [  ]  or Other [  ] $___________________        Is this a Change in Salary?  Yes [  ]  No [  ]

MISSIONARY INFORMATION
FULL NAME

ADDRESS

E-MAIL ADDRESS

CITY STATE COUNTRY

AGE

ZIP/POSTAL CODE

PHONE

CITIZENSHIP (COUNTRY)

MARITAL STATUS

[  ] Single
[  ] Married
[  ] Widowed
[  ] Divorced

If married more than 
once or divorced, please 
attach an explanation to 
this form. 

WIFE’S NAME

CHILDREN LIVING AT HOME (NAME, AGE, GENDER) (OPTIONAL)

Are you a member of your recommending church?  ________
Are you in full agreement with the Doctrinal Statement of the American Baptist Association (pages 146-148) of  
the 2019 Yearbook?______   

BACKGROUND INFORMATION       

YEAR SAVED ____________   

YEAR BAPTIZED _________    

YEAR ORDAINED _________    

BAPTIZING CHURCH

ORDAINING CHURCH

CITY, STATE AFFILIATION

CITY, STATE AFFILIATION 

MINISTRY EDUCATION/TRAINING: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE AS A  PASTOR 
OR MISSIONARY ___________________

YEARS AS AN ABA RECOMMENDED 
MISSIONARY ___________________

YEARS ON PRESENT MISSION 
FIELD _____________________

This form must be received by 4/24/2020, 60 days prior to the Messenger Meeting in Springfield, MO. Please fill out the form completely and mail to: 

     Secretary-Treasurer of Missions
American Baptist Association 

PO Box 1050
Texarkana, TX  75504-1050



2020 MISSIONARY RECOMMENDATION FORM
MISSION FIELD

PROPOSED AREA OF MISSION WORK (city, state, province, country): ________________________________________________________ 

NAME OF MISSION OR CHURCH:  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE MISSION WORK: _______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 IS  THIS AN ORGANIZED CHURCH? __________ TARGET DATE FOR ORGANIZATION/SELF-SUPPORTING? __________

MONTHLY SUPPORT OF MISSIONARY BY MISSION: 

Salary $__________ Housing $__________ Property $__________  Other $__________

ANNUAL STATISTICAL REPORT FOR EXISTING WORKS 2019
Attendance Averages

Morning Worship___________ 

Evening Worship___________ 

Sunday School_____________ 

Mid Week Services _________

SENDING CHURCH
NAME

MAILING ADDRESS

CITY STATE POSTAL CODE

PHONE

E-MAIL ADDRESS

PASTOR OR CLERK

Indicate areas and approximate amount of monthly support this church will be contributing to missionary and mission:

SALARY $ __________    HOUSING $ __________     PROPERTY $ __________     OTHER $ __________

Is this church in full agreement with the Doctrinal Statement of the American Baptist Association (pages 146-148) 
of the 2019 Yearbook? __________

Has a criminal background check been completed on this missionary?  _____Yes _____No

This recommendation was approved by the sending church on ______ day of ___________________, 2020.

Moderator________________________________  Church Clerk_________________________________________

FOR EACH  CO-SPONSORING CHURCH, PLEASE COMPLETE 
ONLY THE SENDING CHURCH  SECTION ABOVE AND 

 ATTACH TO THIS FORM.

If you have a current photo to update the Missionary Poster, please send the 
photo via email to missions@abamissions.org in a JPEG format.  Please include 

the name of the missionary in the e-mail.  
DO NOT ATTACH TO FORM

Any questions, please call or email the missions office. 
Phone:  903-792-2312    Email: missions@abamissions.org

Missions Office
Date Received: 
___________________

By: 
___________________ 
Returned for 
Additional Information:

___________________ 
Received Back in Office:

___________________

Professions of Faith __________ 

Baptisms __________

Other Additions __________ 

Mission Membership __________
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