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 I have been known to preach a few “mission messages” and I am both happy and honored to do 
so.  When considering a “mission message” the Great Commission, of course, quickly comes to 
mind; however, there is a myriad of other quite suitable narratives to be found in Scripture.  One of 
my favorites is the Acts 13 narrative.  It is here that Saul – later Paul – and Barnabas receive their 
personal marching orders from the church at Antioch.  From this launching point the three, well-
known, missionary journeys of the great New Testament missionary commence.

I am sometimes asked, “What exactly does missionary work look like in the American Baptist Association?”  In response to that 
very fair question I often say, “Well, it looks a lot like missionary work we see in Acts 13.”  It is there, in Acts 13, that missionary 
work can be defined under five categories:  Calling (v.2); Sending (v.3); Going (v.4); Preaching (v.5); and Believing (v.12).  

 With that in mind, knowing these do not cover every aspect of New Testament missionary work, I have dedicated this issue of the 
Missions News and Views to those five categories of missionary work in the American Baptist Association.  

 I have asked five of our ABA recommended missionaries to assist me by writing articles and sharing photographs on each of the 
topics.  Interstate Missionary Brett Bell [Florida] wrote on the subject of “Calling” from Acts 13:2. Foreign Missionary Tony 
Hansen [Ukraine] submitted an article on “Sending” from Acts 13:3.  On the matter of “Going” in Acts 13:4 we received an 
article from Foreign Missionary Brent Rosendal [Thailand].  Interstate Missionary Michael Jones [North Carolina] shared an article 
on “Preaching” from Acts 13:5. And, Foreign Missionary Jay Ross [Brazil] closed us out with an article on “Believing” from Acts 
13:12.  

I trust you appreciate not only the articles, but the photos submitted by these faithful missionaries.  Their perspectives are intrigu-
ing, and their stories are inspiring.  Insights into how and why missionaries do what they are called to do and go where they are called 
to go are always fascinating.  Please, Enjoy!

In addition to the many things, you will see in this edition of the Missions News and Views please note the 2021 Missionary 
Recommendation Form on the last two pages of this periodical.  If your church wishes to recommend a new missionary or re-rec-
ommend a previously recommended missionary to the Churches of the American Baptist Association for either salary or designated 
fund endorsement for the 2021-2022 associational year you must complete the requested information on that form (accompanied by 
a clean, crisp, color photo, if one is not already on file) and ensure that it arrives in the Office of the Secretary-Treasurer of Missions 
no later than, Friday, April 23, 2021.  Feel free to make as many copies of this form as needed.  Digital (PDF) copies are available at 
www.abaptist.org under MISSIONS and RE-
PORTS and MISSIONARY RECOMMEN-
DATION FORM.  Those who recommend 
or re-recommend a missionary for the 2021-
2022 year, along with all interested pastors, 
missionaries and church representatives, are 
cordially invited to join us for the Pre-Asso-
ciation Standing Missionary Committee 
Meeting which meets at Northern Hills MBC 
in Texarkana, AR, on Monday afternoon/
evening and Tuesday morning, May 17, 18, 
2021.

Furthering the Gospel,
Dr. Roger Stewart
Philippians 1:12

Our Missionary. Our Friend.

Wall mural in memory of Missionary Eduardo Magaña 
painted by his son, Samuel Magaña

Five Phases 
of ABA Missionary Ministry



CALLING
by Brett Bell

Someone once described to me the two most miserable men in the world.  The first is the man who is attempting to serve 
God in an area he is not called to.  The second is the man whom God is calling but has yet to surrender.  In my experience, 
there is some truth to this.  One should be sure of a calling and leading from God before endeavoring to serve the Lord or 
else he likely will end up fruitless and frustrated.  On the other hand, just ask Jonah about the consequences of ignoring 
and delaying God’s clear calling.    

In 2017 I was the pastor of a growing and vibrant church.  Things had been going well for several years in both my per-
sonal life and ministry. My wife and children were happy and enjoyed many close friendships.  We had grown deep roots 
during our ten years in the central Florida town of Webster.  

We were active in our Florida State Association and attended just about every meeting you could imagine. Not an event 
went by without someone mentioning the necessity for new churches in our state.  We were all committing the need to 
prayer and vowed to do all we could to support the effort.  My first thought was that I would lead our church to give, support, 
pray for, and help any works that might soon get started.  That, I thought, would be my role in supporting the ever-increas-
ing need.

As time went by, it became more and more discouraging to 
find that no one was being called to start any new churches in 
Florida.  Meeting after meeting, the need was mentioned but no 
one was feeling called.  I often found myself going to the altar 
to plead that God might call men to plant churches in Florida.  
I began reading books about church planting.  I also started 
speaking with other ministry leaders who were passionate about 
seeing something done.

Meanwhile, a pastor friend of mine had been teaching a class 
on church planting at Emmaus Baptist College.  He called and 
asked me if I would help him with a field trip; they were going to 
survey the city of Sarasota, FL.  I had already settled in my heart that I would help any church planting effort, so I agreed to 
go.  My first thought was that a student may feel God’s calling and surrender to begin a work there.

Nothing remarkable happened during that survey trip.  No one was saved and the people were not overtly receptive to 
our efforts.  Yet, as I was driving home, I knew very clearly that God had answered my prayers to call a new church planter 
to Sarasota, FL.  That man was me.

Looking back, I realized that God had been preparing my heart to receive His calling.  He had been patiently teaching 
and preparing me for the work He had called me to do.  I did 
not fully understand how all the details would work out, but I 
knew there was no turning back.  I also knew that God would 
supply every need.

That first trip was in January of 2018.  In February, I gave 
notice to the church I was pastoring that God had called me to 
this new work.  As much as it hurt our hearts to leave a place 
and people we desperately loved, God made His will clear.  
The churches of the American Baptist Association rapidly 
rallied around us.  

Acts 13:2
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By June of that same year, my family and I were able to move 
onto the field.  In July, we started our first Bible study in the back 
room of a local Christian bookstore.  On September 30th we 
held our first Sunday morning service in an elementary school 
cafeteria. We had supporters from across the State of Florida 
helping us those first few months. 

God confirmed His calling in a variety of ways. Some signs 
were small, and others were unmistakable.  Like in Acts 13, 
God used His people to confirm His calling.  My church, my 
family, and sister churches all sensed God’s leadership in this 
direction.  Many pastors remarked how they had been praying 
for years for someone to go to this particular region of Florida.  

God brought people alongside us to encourage us and help 
us.  Also, He prepared us a place to live and directed us to the 
area of the city He wanted us to focus on.  He cleared the way for 
us to use a school building with a Christian-minded principal.  
He brought people into the new church we never would have 
predicted.  

Just this past year God opened another incredible door for 
us by providing a building.  We merged with a struggling Bap-
tist congregation and have seen steady growth since that time, 
despite COVID-19.  After starting in 2018 with my family of 7 
we have grown to an average of 58 on Sunday mornings.  There 
were plenty of days that we struggled and felt discouraged.  
However, God always had a way of reminding us that we were in the exact place He wanted us to be at the time. His ways 
and His timing are perfect.

In Matthew 9:38, Jesus instructs His disciples to “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth la-
bourers into his harvest.” In the next few verses, He sends forth those very same men whom He told to pray.  I strongly feel 
we must be about the business of praying for God to call missionaries.  However, don’t be surprised if your prayers reveal 
a calling on your life that you never expected.

Interstate Missionary Brett Bell sent to Sarasota, Florida
By Gant Lake Baptist Church, Webster, Florida

Wednesday Night Bible Study

Ladies Meeting

Missionary Brett and Amanda Bell
Alexz, Autumn, Joseph and Kevin



SENDING
by Tony Hansen
My father [long-time ABA pastor, Tom Hansen] always said if the Holy Spirit called a man to go, He would also call a 

church to send him (Acts 13:1-3).  
In June of 2016, Columbus Baptist Church voted to be our Sending Church.  They have been our Sending Church and 

Pastor Charles Kennedy our Sending Pastor through one year of deputation and over three years on the field.  Lord willing, 
we expect this to be the case for the duration of our ministry in Ukraine.  CBC has experience being a Sending Church as 
she has supported many other missionaries over the years.  When they voted to send us to Ukraine, they said, “We want to 
do this better than we have ever done before. We want to do more than send them and send a check!”

There is a huge difference in a church that sends missionaries and one that is actively involved with their missionaries.  
CBC supports our vision for the country of Ukraine.  They stand behind our calling to serve, our calling to preach the 
Gospel, and our calling to disciple the people of Ukraine.  They also share our desire to plant churches which will plant 
churches in the Ukraine.

CBC is involved in many ways other than merely through prayer and finances.
• We receive cards, letters, and care packages throughout the year es-

pecially on birthdays and holidays. Some come from the church and
some from individual members.  Quite often we get private messages
on social media from members encouraging us and reminding us that
we are loved and prayed for.

• Various groups, Sunday School classes, ladies’ fellowships, and
youth groups send video greetings and songs.

• Every Sunday, Coretta and I record a mission update to be played for
their evening service.  In addition, the first Sunday morning of each
month we do a live video call during their morning worship service.

• We are blessed to have a team from CBC that publishes and distrib-
utes our monthly newsletter.

• In 2019 we had our first interns.  Two young ladies, Emily and Chloe
Brown, came for six weeks and helped us with kids and Bible Camps
during the first part of the summer.

• Later in 2019, Pastor Chuck brought a group to help with
Summer Teen Bible Camp.

• Greg Simo is our Mission Treasurer, and he is a tremendous
blessing to us.  He brings experience with missionary finances
and short-term mission trips. He is a real lifesaver when your
bank cards accidentally get canceled and you need new ones
sent ASAP.

• CBC trusts us, grants us authority, and gives us freedom to
complete the work of ministry without undo restrictions or mi-
cromanagement.  They are there for us with advice, direction,
and encouragement when needed.

Sign for our place of worship

Acts 13:3
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• In the Fall of 2018 when the work here in Zhytomyr was placed
into our care, CBC approved the change and was very supportive with the transition.

We have been friends with Pastor Chuck and his wife, Kim, 
for many years.   They have and continue to be a blessing to us 
and the ministry. Seven months into our first year on the field, 
Chuck and Kim came to Zhytomyr to view the work and make 
sure we were getting settled in okay.  The following year, he 
came to preach and help with our Summer Teen Bible Camp.  
Due to COVID-19, however, he has not been able to return. 

Pastor Chuck and I video chat once each week and message 
one another throughout the week.  He is always available for 
council, wisdom, and to share his experience.  We have laughed, 
cried, and prayed together and even fished and hunted together.  
We frequently share challenges, hopes, and visions for the min-
istry.  He is always praying for and promoting the work.  He is 
not only our pastor and brother-in-Christ but one of our dearest 
friends.

The Lord has provided us with many individuals and churches who partner with us.  Some of those are our children and 
grandchildren.  Although none of them have been able to visit us on the field, they are involved through video calls, cards, 
letters, and care packages.  It is difficult being away from them, but they are very supportive of what God has called us to do.

Coretta and I have been blessed with a young lady who is part of the ministry here; 
Alyona Vinogradova is a native Ukrainian who lives here in Zhytomyr and is a member 
of our congregation.  In addition to being a friend and co-laborer, she is our transla-
tor, language tutor, and our customs and cultural adviser.  Alyona takes care of all the 
residency documentation and government requirements for us and the congregation.  
Although most of the time Coretta and I function on our own in public, she is available 
24/7 should we need her.  In addition, she helps plan and coordinate camps, outreach 
programs, makes contacts and arrangements, and is always ready with hands-on help. 

I thank The Lord for my wife, Coretta Lou! She is a blessing and always by my side. 
She loves the people of Ukraine and is committed to the work. Coretta has been in-
volved with teaching English in addition to planning events and camps.  She takes 
photos  for the things we do, records, and posts our Sunday 
services to our Facebook page, and works very hard learning 
the language.  She encourages and challenges me by helping 
me focus and stay the course when things are rough and get me 
down.  I could not go on without her.

Doing mission work anywhere in the world takes a team. The 
Lord has blessed us with a great Sending Church and Pastor.  
We look forward to the future and the fruits of our labor.

Thank you for being a part of The Lord’s work in Ukraine.

Gift blanket from CBC with memories

Foreign Missionary Tony Hansen sent to Zhytomyr, Ukraine
By Columbus Baptist Church, Columbus, Indiana

Alyona Vinogradova

Missionary Tony and Coretta Hansen
Pastor Chuck and Kim Kennedy 



GOING
by Brent Rosendal
My name is Brent Rosendal, I am a missionary to Chiang Mai, Thailand, sent by Landmark Baptist Church in Anderson, 

Indiana.  I have been ministering in Thailand since 2002.  Serving alongside me is my wife, Tawm, and our son, Owen, 
who just became a teenager.  The main focus of our ministry in Thailand is planting churches and training Thais to be able 
to plant churches as well. 

My journey to Thailand began as a young child.  Ever since I was a kid, I have always been fascinated with missionaries and 
their stories, especially stories about Asia.  My mom tells me that she always knew that I would move somewhere far away.  
My parents never helped to make that a reality as they hated traveling and so I never had any opportunities to travel very far 
from home.  As a junior in college, however, I had the opportunity to go to Bangkok, Thailand, on a short-term mission 
trip for two months.  That trip was the first time I had ever flown on an airplane.  While I was on the trip, God burdened me 
for ministry in Asia, but I was sure that did not include Thailand, as I did not enjoy Bangkok very much.  After graduating 
from college, I had the opportunity to lead a short-term mission team to Thailand.  I did not really want to come again but 
the organization I was serving with didn’t give me a choice.  On my second trip to Thailand, I came to Chiang Mai which 
was completely different than Bangkok and during my time in Chiang Mai I sensed that God was calling me to spend the 

rest of my life serving Him here.  Soon after that trip, I 
moved everything I had to Thailand which consisted 
of everything I could fit into 2 suitcases.  When I first 
came, it was to teach English to university students 
and use that as way to share the Gospel with them.  
However, after moving here I saw that sharing the 
Gospel in English with Thai people wouldn’t be very 
fruitful as Thais don’t speak English very well and one 
couldn’t get very far using English.  So, I started to 
study Thai; at the Thai language school, I met ABA 
missionary, Nicky Barnett, who invited us to begin 
working with him to plant churches. 

I studied Thai full-time for 18 months and then part-time for about a year.  Thai is a difficult language because it uses a 
different script.  It has 44 consonants and 32 vowels.  Thai is also tonal.  That means that if you say a word and change the 
tone or inflection, you’ve changed the word.  Even more challenging is that I studied central Thai which is the language 
that unites Thailand but outside the classroom people spoke a dialect instead of Thai.  Even though I understood Thai in 
the classroom, it didn’t always help outside the classroom because people were not speaking Thai.  To make it even more 
complicated, Thais have spoken Thai, written Thai and royal Thai.  When I began to teach and preach, I needed to learn 
royal Thai which is the language that Thais use to address the king.  Royal Thai uses a lot of vocabulary that is only used to 
talk about the king or God.  The Thai Bible is written in royal 
Thai which helps Thais to have a high view of God, but it also 
makes the Bible difficult to understand because people never 
really use royal Thai. 

Although the Thai language is difficult, there are also a lot 
of customs that I needed to know so that I didn’t offend peo-
ple.  Thailand is known for having a lot of peculiar customs.  In 
Thailand, one must be careful about your feet.  Feet are seen 
as very low and showing the bottom of your feet is similar to 
giving some the middle finger in America.  Thus, you need to 

Seminary

Women’s Bible Study
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be very aware of your feet when you sit.  You need to sit cross-
legged a lot of the time.  You cannot step over any part of an-
other person, so you have to ask people to move to get by.  Feet 
are considered very low and the head is considered very high.  
So, you never touch people’s heads.  You never put your foot 
on any Thai money because all the money has the king’s head 
on it.  You must also be careful how you point.  You don’t use 
your finger or feet, you usually use your nose and lips.  The lan-
guage and the customs took time to adjust too but the hardest 
barrier to ministry in Thailand is Buddhism.  Thailand is 95% 
Buddhist.  Thailand has freedom of religion and so we are free 
to minister but Buddhist thought is so different that Christian 
thought which can make it difficult to get Thais to understand 
the Gospel.  On top of that, most Thais mix their Buddhism with 

the worship of spirits.  This complicates things even more as Buddhism in Thailand is different from what is written in text-
books and the worship of spirits makes what a Buddhist believes very individualistic.  What a person believes depends on 
their background and situation. 

In many ways, living in Thailand is quite easy.  Chiang Mai is very 
modern and has most of the amenities that are available in big cit-
ies in America.  As a foreigner, many doors are open to me as well.  
Most Thais dream of moving to the US because they think all Amer-
icans are rich.  On top of that, I speak English, which is a language 
everyone wants to learn.  So, I have opportunities to go into schools 
and even universities to teach English.  Although teaching English 
is no longer my primary focus, I am still afforded opportunities to 
go into different places to teach English which opens doors to es-
tablish relationships with students which in turn will hopefully open 
opportunities to share the Gospel with Thais.  This is extremely im-
portant as relationships are the key to doing ministry in Thailand.

Despite all the challenges of living in Thailand, I am so grateful that God has given me the opportunity to do His King-
dom work in this area of the world.

Foreign Missionary Brent Rosendal sent to Chiang Mai, Thailand
By Landmark Baptist Church, Anderson, Indiana

Missionary Brent, Tawm and Owen Rosendal
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Overwhelmed with emotion at receiving a gener-
ous missions offering from South Crossett MBC, 

Crossett, AR, Pastor Barry Carter

Q&A with the Teen Age Boys Sunday School 
class at Alma Heights MBC, Alma, AR

Missions Conference at Pleasant Hill MBC, 
Overton, TX

Missionaries Gabriel Sanchez 
and Michael Torres, Texas

Baptism conducted by 
Missionary Carlos Mendoza, Columbia

Children’s Bible Study , Philippines



Speaking at services in Columbia via zoom from our home

Aubree Lane, daughter of Brant Lane, Macedonia 
Mission Builder, performing an original - Jehovah-Jireh - 

at the Faith Promise Mission Conference,
Nevill’s Chapel MBC, Mt. Pleasant, TX

Receiving a missions offering from 
Olive Branch MBC, Pine Bluff, AR, 

Pastor John Mooney

Missionary Gabriel Sanchez interpreting for 
Bro. Roger Stewart in Houston, TX

Gena Stewart with Missionary Wives 
Tracey Burdette, Holly Foster and Tawnya Amburgey

Baptism conducted by 
Missionary Roleven Bistis in the Pacific Ocean, 

Philippines



PREACHING
by Michael Jones
Paul says in Romans 10:14-15a, “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they 

believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except 
they be sent?”

Seven years ago, the Lord led me to pack my family up, move to North Carolina and plant a church.  After leaving my first 
pastorate of just four years and seeing God move in a mighty way in a very small community, I had great expectations for 
how God could use me and my family in a city of over 300,000 people. 

My father-in-law always says, “you can’t preach what you don’t know.”  He was speaking in a biblical knowledge sense, 
but the application still applies.  You can’t plant a South Georgia church in Fayetteville, North Carolina, nor could you do 
the opposite.  You can’t preach to a farming community in the same manner as a congregation full of Soldiers.  You also 
can’t preach to families who were raised in churches located in the Bible Belt in the same way you do to people who have 
never stepped foot in a church or opened a Bible.

I found it is important to assimilate to your culture. Although moving from southeast Georgia only 300 miles north 
doesn’t seem like it would be different, I can now attest that it is extremely different. Moving to the “foreign field” of North 
Carolina required many of the same things that would be required if we moved to a foreign country. There had to be time to 

learn the culture and how to best minister to a large community. 
After learning the people and their needs, I, then, had to develop mes-

sages geared toward my congregation - a congregation with the median 
age of 26; a congregation that didn’t really know “Church Work” let 
alone how or why to join; a congregation that most do not have a testi-
mony of salvation; a congregation that falls into the statistics of society 
that believes that Joan of Arc was Noah’s wife and Jonah was just a guy 
swallowed by a whale.  In our case, planting a church near the largest 
military instillation on the east coast, means developing messages for a 
congregation that you have three years, at best, to evangelize and disci-
pline before they move to the next place. 

I have noticed in the seven years of ministering to the people in Fay-
etteville and Fort Bragg that my preaching style has changed.  Even the 
method of my preaching has, I will use the word, adapted.

The church in Georgia that I pastored was filled with multi-gen-
erational families in Sunday services.  There were more people over 
60 years-old than there were people under 30 years-old.  There were 
members whose family were charter members in 1820.  There were 
members who remember when electricity came to the building and 
when Sunday School first began in the community.  Many of the mem-
bers lived and worked around the community. Everyone knew every-
one, and they were present in each other’s lives. 

It seemed that the style of preaching I was led to preach there was 
more of a topical or application style.  Call it inexperience or an effort 
to gain the trust and respect of those that were two or three times my 
age, I studied hard to pull out those gold nuggets of The Scriptures.  I 
studied and preached from scripture that was considered rare to hear 

Acts 13:5
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Missionary Michael Jones 
leading a man to Christ



a sermon from.  Also looking back, I used a lot of visual sermon illus-
trations and “Object Lessons,” or even tangible keepsakes to serve as a 
reminder of the message. I felt I was able to speak to the babe in Christ 
and the mature Christian with these methods.

Now that I am in Fayetteville and preaching to a congregation where-
in the majority are either babes in Christ, lost, or unsure, I lean more 
towards expository preaching.  Preaching the messages with scriptures 
dissected to those who “…desire the sincere milk of the word, that (they) 
may grow thereby.”   Also preaching to educate and edify the saints that 
have need of the “meat of the word.”

I don’t feel like there is a specific people that we focus on, but the 
people that God continues to send to us are military families.  They have 

a culture unto themselves and preaching to them is different knowing that they are putting their lives on the line for our 
country. Encouraging them to stay focused on God in the middle of a war zone, while preaching to their families back here 
that are worried about their Soldiers.  Attempting to minister to them in a way that they learn that even though the Army 
motto is “Mission First, Family always” that God should still reign preeminent.   Furthermore, it is important to preach 
messages of commitment to God, knowing that they are going to a new place and they need to find a place of worship to 
serve the Lord. 

It seems that people in Fayetteville are not very sensitive to the Gospel message.  They are definitely not as sensitive as 
the people in the Bible Belt.  Our motto as a church is “You’ve Never Been So Loved” and we try to preach that message 
wherever we go or whatever we are doing.  Our number one method of evangelism is to love the people of Fayetteville to 
the Cross of Calvary. To show them rather than tell them of the love of God. 

But looking back over my time in the ministry, I am always reminded that even though the people and culture change or 
the method of preaching may change, the words of Brother Jeff Luellen continue to be true, “Preach Christ and Him Cru-
cified.”  That is the answer to reaching people. No matter where I am, where you are or who we are preaching to,  “Preach 
Christ and Him Crucified.” 

Missionary Michael Jones with Stephen Mosley, 
a young man serving in our Military

Interstate Missionary Michael Jones sent to Fayetteville, NC
By Eastside Baptist Church, Minden, Louisiana 

Missionary Michael and Jenna Jones, and Emmitt



BELIEVING
by Jay Ross
My wife, Peggy, and I have been serving in Brazil for 20 years now.  Each of our 3 children and their spouses and kids 

are all here with us, serving our Lord together!  We currently have 3 organized works and one Christian School.  Our son, 
Justin is missionary/pastor of one and I am at the other and the first church is pastored by a Brazilian pastor.  We both now 
are training faithful men to be sent out as missionaries to other locations in our city of 110 thousand. 

Brazil is such a huge and unique country, to say how 
people act and react to the Gospel in general is impos-
sible; like in the U.S., every region has its own identity.  
From huge modern cities to tribes in the Amazon, Bra-
zil has many cultures.  We live and minister in a coastal 
town with beautiful beaches and hot, humid weather.  
There is a lot of tourism and, like most beach towns, life 
is a little more casual and slower paced.  

Brazil has a huge Gospel influence; the Evangelical 
movement is one of the fastest growing religious in-
fluences here.  The growth is dominated by the Pente-
costal movement and for the past several years by the 
neo-Pentecostal movement.  There are also several 
Baptist churches, ranging from very traditional to charismatic. 

What we find in our ministry is that the majority who come from other 
church backgrounds are very much believers in Christ.  In fact, the word 
most commonly used here to describe the Christians is “believers” … 
(crentes).  When we ask about their salvation, the common response is 
to for them tell us when they were baptized.  Their baptism experience is 
usually more life-changing than their actual conversion because most of 
the churches emphasize baptism as a sacrament.  We, therefore, make a 
huge effort to separate each part of the Great Commission.  The goal is to 
make disciples and the plan is threefold: first, they must trust in Jesus and 
confess Him as their Lord and Savior; then, they are baptized to publicly 
declare their faith and symbolically show their new birth; and, finally, they 

are fellowshipped into our church body where they begin to be taught to observe all the things that Jesus taught.  By doing 
this we are able to identify just where their “belief” is.  Or, better yet, what they are believing in.  

In many cases, their “belief” in Christ is 
dependent upon promises of temporal pros-
perity. The “Prosperity Gospel” is huge here 
and growing.  We know that God has and can 
bless His children with wealth, but this is never 
a promise of salvation and must not be the sole 
reason for choosing to believe in Him.

In order to be saved, we must “believe” with 
all our hearts and with all our minds; therefore, 
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Satan will do his best to distort this simple, yet vital, condition.  We spend a lot of time and energy making sure each one 
understands exactly what the Bible teaches, and we are very aware of how a false hope of salvation can be more dangerous 
than no hope at all!   A person with no hope will seek for hope when faced with difficult situations, but a false hope based 
on false promises or fleeting emotions will lure a person into a false identity and that person will hear the words of Jesus on 
judgment day, “depart from me, I never knew you” (Matthew 7:23).

As we reach into the lost world of Brazil we find the majority of people have Catholic roots.  This, too, has its challenges 
as to just who they actually believe in.  

Many come to us from a spiritism religion, believing that all spirits are to be worshiped and/or feared and each one has 
a specific realm, weather good or evil.  Jesus Christ is but one of the many spirits they believe in and follow many of His 
teachings. 

Therefore, in conclusion, when someone here tells us that they believe in Jesus, we must investigate that belief system.  
We do not want to be guilty of declaring someone saved or promising eternal life to someone who James said, “Thou be-
lievest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble” (James 2:19).

Foreign Missionary Jay Ross Sent to Caraguatatuba, Brazil
By Hillcrest Baptist Church, Acworth, Georgia

Missionary Jay and Peggy Ross



...her price is far above rubies.
Proverbs 31:10

Tracey Burdette, Missionary Wife 
of Rodney Burdette, Pennsylvania

Kelli Pruitt, Missionary Wife 
of Kevin Pruitt , Indiana

Cristina Torres Missionary Wife 
of Michael Torres, Texas

Alina Hutchinson, Missionary Wife 
of Kevin Hutchinson, Romania

Kelly Reynolds, Missionary Wife 
of Chase Reynolds, Indonesia 

Amanda Kennedy, Missionary Wife 
of Danny Kennedy, New Mexico

Esmeralda Sanchez, Missionary Wife 
of Gabriel Sanchez, Texas

Tawnya Amburgey, Missionary Wife 
of Kevin Amburgey, Missouri 

Kim Rohr,  Missionary Wife 
of David Rohr, Latvia 

“Rubies” I’ve met along the way:
By Gena Stewart



2021 MISSIONARY RECOMMENDATION FORM

THIS RECOMMENDATION:
[  ]      New Recommendation 
[  ]      Re-Recommendation

RECOMMENDING AS:
[  ]  Interstate Missionary 
[  ]  Foreign Missionary 
[  ]  National Missionary 
[  ]  Missionary Helper 
[  ]  Mission Ministries

RECOMMENDING FOR:
[  ]  Salary
[  ]  Designated Funds

Salary Requested:  Full [  ]  or Other [  ] $___________________        Is this a Change in Salary?  Yes [  ]  No [  ]

MISSIONARY INFORMATION
FULL NAME

ADDRESS

E-MAIL ADDRESS

CITY STATE COUNTRY

AGE

ZIP/POSTAL CODE

PHONE

CITIZENSHIP (COUNTRY)

MARITAL STATUS

[  ] Single
[  ] Married
[  ] Widowed
[  ] Divorced

If married more than once or 
divorced, please attach an 
explanation to the form. 

WIFE’S NAME

CHILDREN LIVING AT HOME (NAME, AGE, GENDER) (OPTIONAL)

Are you a member of your recommending church?  ________
Are you in full agreement with the Doctrinal Statements of the American Baptist Association (pages 104-106) of  the 2020 Yearbook?______  
Has a background check been completed on this missionary?________  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION       

YEAR SAVED ________   

YEAR BAPTIZED ________    

YEAR ORDAINED ________      

BAPTIZING CHURCH

ORDAINING CHURCH

CITY, STATE AFFILIATION

CITY, STATE AFFILIATION 

MINISTRY EDUCATION/TRAINING: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE AS A  PASTOR 
OR MISSIONARY _______________

YEARS AS AN ABA RECOMMENDED 
MISSIONARY _______________

YEARS ON PRESENT MISSION FIELD 
_______________

This form must be received by 4/23/2021, 60 days prior to the Messenger Meeting in Charleston, WV. Please fill out the form completely and mail to: 

     Secretary-Treasurer of Missions
American Baptist Association 

PO Box 1050
Texarkana, TX  75504-1050



Missions Office 
Date Received: 

By: 

Returned for 
Additional Information: 

Received Back in Office: 

2021 MISSIONARY RECOMMENDATION FORM 

ANNUAL STATISTICAL REPORT FOR EXISTING WORKS 2020 

Professions of Faith Attendance Averages 

Baptisms   

Other Additions   

Mission Membership 

Morning Worship 

Evening Worship 

Sunday School   

Mid Week Services 

SENDING CHURCH 
NAME PASTOR OR CLERK 

MAILING ADDRESS PHONE 

CITY STATE POSTAL CODE 

E-MAIL ADDRESS

Indicate areas and approximate amount of monthly support this church will be contributing to missionary and mission: 
SALARY $  HOUSING $  PROPERTY $  OTHER $ 

Is this church in full agreement with the Doctrinal Statement of the American Baptist Association (pages 104-106) 
of the 2020 Yearbook?   

This recommendation was approved by the sending church on day of , 2021. 

Moderator Church Clerk 

If you have a current photo to update the Missionary Poster, please send the 
photo via email to missions@abamissions.org in a JPEG format. Please include 

the name of the missionary in the e-mail. 
 

DO NOT ATTACH TO FORM 
Any questions, please call or email the missions office. 

Phone: 903-792-2312 Email: missions@abamissions.org 

PROPOSED  AREA  OF  MISSION  WORK  (city,  state,  province,  country): 

NAME OF MISSION OR CHURCH:    

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE MISSION WORK:    

IS  THIS AN ORGANIZED CHURCH? TARGET DATE FOR ORGANIZATION/SELF-SUPPORTING? 

MISSION FIELD 

MONTHLY SUPPORT OF MISSIONARY BY MISSION: 

Salary $ Housing $ Property $ Other $ 

FOR EACH CO-SPONSORING CHURCH, PLEASE COMPLETE 
ONLY THE SENDING CHURCH SECTION ABOVE AND 

ATTACH TO THIS FORM. 
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