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Sunday, June 19, 2016, Pastor Scott Pevehouse and South Lakewood Baptist Church held their 
regular Sunday morning services and invited early attendees to worship with them.  Bro. Larry 
Clements brought the morning message. The service was followed by a Oklahoma Barbecue 
meal provided by the church.   

The Missionary Baptist Seminary provided a wonderful meal that included pulled pork sliders, 
lemonade, and coffee for the Welcome Reception on Monday evening.  President Carroll Koon 
extended a warm welcome.  Around 500 attended the reception.  The Missionary Share time 
was well attended with 92 missionaries speaking and 520 in attendance.  The ABA Schools 
Meeting also met. 

The various committees held their regular meetings on Tuesday. 

The 91st meeting of the messengers of the churches of the American Baptist Association 
convened June 21, 2016 in the Cox Business Center in Tulsa, OK.  Bro. Joe Morell, Moderator, 
called the session to order and we were challenged with a International Flag presentation. Bro. 
Morell informed us that there are 196 nations on earth. He went further to explain that our 
college campus ministries, Missionary Baptist Student Fellowship, served colleges where 128 of 
these countries had students. He challenged us to embrace that the possibility of world 
evangelism is coming to us. After the presentation of the American Flag by Bro. Wayne Hunter, 
FL the assembly sang the National Anthem.  

We then enjoyed wonderful music with specials from a choir under the direction of Bro. Don 
Morrow, OK, A Men’s Ensemble, Bro. Morell’s daughters and Sis. Joyce Brewer, CA. Bro. Morell 
then presented a powerful President’s address on Reconcile. His combination of powerpoint 
and message riveted the attention of the audience. He challenged us to reconcile with Christ, 
our duty to reach the world and with one another. He closed with asking the families of Bro. 
John McClung, CA and Bro. Lavern Clark, TN to come to the stage. He then on behalf of the 
assembly asked the families to forgive him and the assembly for past actions directed toward 
them because of prejudice. The assembly arose in unison together to validate the seeking of 
reconciliation. The Holy Spirit moved in the hearts of all present and lives were reconciled to 
one another. God touched hearts and changed lives. 

After this Bro. Nathan Rogers, TX was introduced to bring the annual sermon. After a special in 
song he presented the message. Bro. Rogers announced his text from Luke 19:1-10 and 
challenged the audience with the story of Zacchaeus. He admonished us that Reconciliation will 
bring disruption. In showing how Jesus went to Jericho and how his journey was disrupted and 
the benefits it brought to all involved. He warned not to be one who murmurs like the Jews. After 
a time of response, which was needed and helpful the session took care of necessary business 
and received the invitations for 2020. After dismissal prayer Sister Joyce Brewer sang Lead Me 
Lord”  Thus ended a wonderful night of worship, praise and reconciliation. An approximation of 
attendance by the clerks was 2000. 

The messengers of the churches that participate in the American Baptist Association gathered 
Wednesday morning for the Mission Business session. We were encouraged with Scripture and 
pray by Bro. Toby Crymes, AR. We lifted our hearts in praise with the old hymn, At Calvary. Our 
hearts were then encouraged with the testimony and song, I Sing Because by Sister Billie 
Richardson, CA.  



The Mission Report gave the following totals for our rejoicing: Professions of faith 11,055 and 
2.55 million dollars in offerings. We had no deficit this year and erased the last two years deficit 
as well. Bro Roger Stewart clerk of the committee then presented the new missionaries. They 
were all elected and with the late addition of one by special motion we have a total of 163 
missionaries for support in the next fiscal year. This will require a budget of 2.1 million dollars.  
Two new members were elected to the Missionary Committee.  They were Bob Pogue, AZ and 
Justin Coburn, TX. 

A special motion was made to instruct the agenda committee to revise the agenda to include a 
Thursday night session as soon as contractually possible. This passed with a close vote. 
Another motion asked the clerks to send a letter to Bro Billy Daniels of TX to thank him for his 
years of service to the Standing Missionary Committee. 

Our session dismissed early and our people enjoyed an extra time of fellowship. 

The Wednesday afternoon session of the messengers of the churches of the American Baptist 
Association assembled and started with Scripture, prayer and wonderful hymn Leaning on the 
Everlasting Arms. Bro. Morell asked the assembly for patience with the new booklet format and 
understanding as we proceed under the agenda. 

Youth Encampments provide our churches with the tremendous asset of affordable summer 
camps. The report given by the trustees reminds us that the continued investment in this area 
pays constant spiritual dividends. Physical improvements cannot measure these dividends. The 
trustees were elected with no changes. 

The Chaplaincy Commission report included an update by Chaplain Lt. Colonel Terry Romine 
who serves in the U.S. Army special services. He reminded the messengers of the need for 
more chaplains and the encouragement of their sponsoring churches and associations. He 
refreshed our understanding of the role of doctrinal and practical truth he is expected to fulfill by 
his commanders. The commission was elected without changes. 

The History and Archives committee reported to the assembly. They honored Dr. A.T. Powers 
with this year’s historical merit award. Two of Brother Powers’ grandchildren, Margaret Baker, 
AR and Fred Vining, AR accepted the plaque on behalf of the family. Bro. Powers continues to 
influence our work with his contributions to our historical data and books. The committee was 
elected anew with Bro. Robert Ashcraft leaving the committee after 42 years of service. He was 
elected to the charter committee and has served since. His son, Paul Ashcraft, FL, replaced him 
on the committee. 

We then received the MBSF report, the National Women’s conference report and the Law 
Enforcement Chaplaincy report. All were helpful, informative and encouraging. 

The Enrollment and Finance committee reported 716 churches represented by letter and over 
1500 register messengers and visitors. The letters reported over 10.2 million dollars given by 
our churches for missions.  

The Resolutions Committee offered a resolution of thanks and a rising vote was given to 
commend the officers, staff, and meeting places for their accommodations. 

The Memorials Committee reminded us of the losses our churches have experienced this past 
year in pastors who have gone to be with the Lord. A time of prayer was called for to comfort the 
families and churches in their loss. We then closed with Scripture and prayer by Bro. Travis 
Holmes, KS.  



The Wednesday evening worship service of the messengers of the American Baptist 
Association started with an inspiring musical prelude. The opening Scripture and prayer set the 
tone for a revival like atmosphere for the night. A combined choir led the elected Music Directors 
lifted the hearts of the audience to prepare them for the Mission Program and Message. At the 
end of the songs the Mission Program challenged us with figures from the past of the number of 
missionaries, states and countries where they were sent, and monies given. Bro Sellers then 
challenged us to continue to pray and obey so we could do more for missions and reach more 
for Christ. He then asked all missionaries and families to come to the front of the hall and a 
resounding round of applause filled the room as a sign of encouragement to each one. At the 
end of this we had special prayer for each missionary and family and then received a $6,595.00 
offering for the mission fund. 

Bro Jon Lowe came to present the message after a special in song. Bro. Lowe chose John 4 as 
his text and titled the message Walking Through Samaria. He challenged the audience to see 
beyond the obvious and reach those with the gospel who did not have the same culture or 
ethnicity. He challenged each one to move outside their comfort zone to witness to all who need 
Christ. After a time for response with several who came forward to accept the challenge we 
were dismissed with the words of Revelation 5 resonating in our ears. To God be the Glory 
Great things He Hath Done. 

The Thursday morning session started with a prelude of music that lifted our hearts. After the 
opening hymn our moderator shared prayer requests concerning a police shooting in Louisiana 
and asked the assembly to pray for the families and the department. 

We then entered into the deliberations concerning the Baptist Sunday School Committee. We 
heard a good report from our Business Manager concerning the sales, literature and bookstore, 
the need for new equipment and other repairs on the facilities in Texarkana. We are thankful for 
the funds to meet these needs. He encouraged us about the future. He also asked the 
messengers to remember the employees and the business in our prayers. 

The Editor in chief then presented his report and told us of great reports from the churches on 
our VBS curriculum. He also told of the plans for 2017 and the progress being made. He 
reminded of the coming SPLAT and SPLASH children’s curriculum. This will be ready in the Fall 
2016 time frame. The Bible Basics will become the children’s BTC literature in the winter of 
2017 quarter.  

Both Brother Wayne Sewell and Brother Kyle Elkins were elected to serve another year. The 
assembly stood and we had special prayer for the literature and business aspects of our work. 

The Baptist Sunday School Committee was re-elected to serve and their Fall meeting will be 
September 19-21, 2016. A highlight of the morning was the recognition of Sister Lena Case, AR 
for her 48 years of faithfully writing for the BSSC. A rising vote of appreciation for her work was 
spontaneous from the assembly. Bro. Weeks Dubose, TX received a plaque for 28 years of 
service. He had to leave early and was unable to be present for the ceremony. 

The moderator then received nominations for the 2017 annual sermon. Bro. Jeff Luellan, LA 
was elected and Bro. Andrew McClung, CA will be the alternate. The election for the 2017 
Mission Sermon was then held. Bro. Chase Reynolds, Indonesia was elected to bring the 
message and Bro. Steve Rutherford, Romania will be the alternate. 

The new officers for 2017 are as follows: President Randy Cloud, AR; Vice Presidents Terry 
Parrish, AR, Lynn Raburn, AR, Mark Clements, TX; Recording Secretaries Mike Yoho, MD, 



Nathan Luellan, LA; Music Directors Dustin Wright, TX, Bill Crouse, FL, Don Morrow, OK; 
Parliamentarian David Butimore, CA, Assistant James Calhoun, AR; Director of Meeting 
Arrangements Edgar Sutton; Secretary Treasurer of Missions Bryan Sellers, Business Manager 
Wayne Sewell; Editor in chief Kyle Elkins. 

Bro. David Robinson was elected as Parliamentarian Emeritus.  The meeting closed with a word 
of thanks from the officers and an expression of thanks to our outgoing moderator Brother Joe 
Morell for a job well done. Following this, The Mattingly Family came to sing Heroes Among Us.  
Bro. Randy Cloud, the newly elected President led the closing prayer.  May God bless us until 
we meet again in Daytona Beach.   
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